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Communicated for “ The Friend.” 
OBSERVATIONS 
On a Pamphlet entitled “ Brief Examination 


of Scripture Testimony on the Institution of 
Slavery.” —By Exoca Lewis, 


If the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkvess.—Matt. vi, 23. 





And of all arts sagacious dupes invent 

To cheat themselves, and gain the world’s assent, 

‘T'he worst is Scripture, warped from its intent. 
Cowper. 


InTRODUCTION. 


A pamphlet of forty pages has recently 
come into my hands, entitled “« A brief Exami- 
vation of Scripture Testimony on the Institu- 
tion of Slavery; by Thornton Stringfellow ;” 
the object of which is to prove that the sla- 
very now maintained in the southern parts of 
the United States, is warranted by the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. 

As this writer professes to be sincere in his 
inquiry after the truth, and willing to be con- 
vinced of his errors, if he is in error, it is to 
be hoped that he will not be offended, if others 
should not judge so favourably of his cause, or 
his arguments, as he appears to do. Having 
no disposition to question his sincerity, I may, 
perhaps, before proceeding further on the sub- 
ject, be permitted to suggest a practical im- 
provement in the administration of this favour- 
ed system. 

The institution of slavery being, in the 
opinion of our author, nearly, if not quite a 
particular favourite of heaven, decreed by the 
Almighty himself, before it was brought into 
existence ; established under his special super- 
intendence in the posterity of Canaan; from 
whom of course the negro slaves now held in 
the United States must be descended ; recog- 
nized with particular approbation in the per- 
sons of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and 
Job, who were all slave-holders; instituted 
by Divine authority in the law of Moses; 
acknowledged by our Lord and his apostles as 

arising out of an ordinance of God—all 
these points being clearly deducible from the 
sacred volume ;—and the further momentous 
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conclusion being also fairly drawn from the | Virginia revised code of 1819, containsa pro- 


same invaluable writings, viz., that the main- 
tenance of involuntary servitude is quite com- 
patible with the injunction of our Lord, All 
things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them ; it is much 

ers of slaves in 









sing, according to our author, 
these things cannot be spoken against, do not 
exercise a little more care to have them 
taught to read the Scriptures. It seems to 
have been a strange oversight in the legisla- 
tion of the south, that they have not made 
provision to secure to all the slaves, who are 
born in our country, or introduced from abroad, 
so much education as to enable them at least 
to read the Bible. Such an education, if our 
author is correct, must operate to suppress all 
murmuring and repining on the part of the 
slaves, as they may see from that sacred book, 
that the institution of slavery was Divinely 
authorized ; and that in opposing this institu- 
tion, they are opposing not their masters only, 


vision that meetings of slaves, or free ne- 
groes, or mulattoes associating with slaves, at 
jany school for teaching them reading or wri- 
\ting, either by day or night, shall be deemed 
an unlawful assembly ; aud the offenders are 
punishable with twenty lashes, by order of apy 
justice of the peace.* Indeed, one remark 
trait of slave-holding policy, is a generabefior® 
to discourage the education of the coloured’ 


race, whether bond or free. ‘This seems to 


indicate that the masters, in general, are far 
from believing that the diffusion of knowledge 
among them will open their minds to a con- 
viction of the justice of slavery. It seems 
they attribute to the coloured race an obtuse- 
ness of intellect, quite incompatible with the 
comprehension of the theological discoveries 
of Thornton Stringfellow. It is, indeed, not 
surprising that such want of penetration should 
be attributed to the coloured race, when we 
find that very few, even of our own superior 
breed, have arrived at the conclusions which 


but their Maker and their Saviour. If the|appear so obvious to our author, unless they 


Scriptures fairly prove that the negro slaves | have been nursed in the lap, or dandled on the 
now'held among us ought to be retained as| knee of slavery themselves. ‘Those who are 
goodsand chattels, subject to a control, which is | not interested, either directly or indirectly, in 
limited only by the discretion of their masters ; | support of the system, almost invariably ar- 
and that the owner’s right is more sacred and | rive at the opposite conclusion. Among the 


inviolable than the marriage union, what aj thousands who have made the Holy Scriptures ~ 


fiaty it is that the slaves should be left igno-|the study of their lives, I do not recollect to 
rant of these important truths, and subject to | have heard of one who believed that the sys- 
the delusions practiced upon them by imper-| tem of slavery, which now prevails in half the 
tinent and officious abolitionists. Let them | states of the Union, was warranted by the doc- 
be taught to read the Scriptures, and exam. | trines of the Bible, unless his interests or his 
ine for themselves, whether these things are | prejudices strongly favoured that conclusion. 

so. When they become thoroughly convinced,| ‘The publisher of the pamphlet in question, 
by the diligent perusal of the Holy Scriptures, |in a preliminary address to the reader, ex- 
that the doctrines of T. Stringfellow are really | presses an apprehension that the efforts of 
consonant to the letter and spirit of the sacred {northern abolitionists may rend the church, 
volume, they will be able to detect the false | and dissolve the joint co-operation of northern 
and interested instructions of those who inter- | and southern baptists in missionary operations. 
fere to change their condition, and cordially | [n other words, this writer considers it desir- 
unite with their masters in the support of a|able that those baptists of the north, who con- 
system so plainly coincident with the Divine |scientiously believe that slaveholding, as now 
will. The slaves being thus instructed in the | practised in the south, is totally irreconcilable 
true doctrines, the masters would be relieved| with the religion of Christ, and a palpable 
from the necessity of using force to retain| violation of the rights of humanity, should 
them in their allotted station. Whether the| quietly abandon their principles, and unite 





ability to read the Scriptures would produce 
these salutary effects among the slaves, can 
hardly be ascertained without a trial. 


with their brethren of the south, in the propa- 
gation of a system of religion, which the con- 
duct of the latter is continually violating. 


The legislation of the slave-holding states | However Scriptural this system of slavery is 
appears to have proceeded on the opposite | supposed, I do not discover that either the 
theory. In some of them, laws have been|author or publisher of the pamphlet has 
enacted to prevent the instruction of slaves. | proved the holding of men in the condition of 
As early as 1740, the province, now state, of | goods and chattels, to be a Christian duty. 
South Carolina, prohibited the teaching of a| ‘The division so much deprecated, may there- 
slave to write, under a penalty of one hundred | fore be readily prevented, without the sacri- 
pounds current, $428 57—and a similar law 
was enacted in Georgia in 1770, except that}  Sce Stroud’s Slave-laws, and the authorities there 
the penalty was twenty pounds sterling. The | cited. 
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THE FRIEND. 





fice of principle. Let the friends of mission- 


of slavery, and they will cease to have, not) the pole, and close by the pan. ‘The moment j 
only their brethren of the north, but of the|the crow stretched out his head, and ere itjin and squatted on the public lands, built 


world, against them. It is a fact, to which we 
may endeavour to shut our eyes, but which is 
still forced upon us, that the current of 
opinion throughout the civilized world, is op- 
posed toslavery. The supporters of this sys- 
tem, compose a lean minority even in the Uni- 
ted States. The contests by which we are 


could secure a mouthful of the interdicted 
food, the watchful avenger seized the depre- 
dator by the neck, with the rapidity of 
thought, and secured it from doing further 
mischief. He now began to chatter and grin, 
with every expression of gratified triumph, 
while the crows flew around, cawing in bois- 


agitated, are owing quite as much to the ad-/|terous chime, as if deprecating the chastise- 
vocates, as to the opponents of slavery. Aban-|ment about to be inflicted upon their com- 


don the system, and the contest is at an end. 
Not only will harmony be restored with the 
smorth, and with the religious world on both 
Ges of the Atlantic; but, which is of still 
ate® importance, with the inmates of our 
in houses and farms. 

(To be continued.) 


A MONKEY AND HIS TORMENTORS. 


In the jungles about Tilicherry, there is a 
large species of monkey, frequently tamed by 
the natives; and at a village a short distance 
from this celebrated seaport, we had an evi- 
dence of the remarkable sagacity of this ani- 
mal. A few yards from the house of the per- 
son to whom it belonged, a thick pole, at least 
thirty feet high, had been fixed into the earth, 
round which was an iron ring, and to this was 
attached a strong chain, of considerable length, 
fastened to a band round the monkey’s body. 
The ring being loose, it slid along the pole 
when he ascended or descended. He was in 
the habit of taking his station upon the top of 
. the bamboo, where he perched, as if to enjoy 
> the beauties of the prospect around him. The 
' crows, which in India are very abundant, and 
singularly audacious, taking advantage of his 
elevated position, had been robbing him of his 
food. which was placed every morning and 
evening at the foot of the pole. To this he 
had vainly expressed his dislike, by chatter- 
ing, and other indications of his displeasure 
equally ineffectual; but they continued their 
periodical depredations. Finding that he was 
perfectly unheeded, he adopted a plan of retri- 
bution, as effectual as it was ingenious. One 
morning, when his tormentors had been par- 
ticularly troublesome, he appeared as if seri- 
ously indisposed ; he closed his eyes, dropped 
his head, and exhibited various other symp- 
toms of severe suffering. No sooner were his 
ordinary rations placed at the foot of the bam- 
boo, than the crows, watching their opportu- 
nity, descended in great numbers, and accord- 
ing to their usual practice, began to demolish 
his provisions. ‘The monkey now began to 
slide down the pole by slow degrees, as if the 
effort were painful to him, and as if so over- 
come by indisposition that his remaining 
strength was scarcely equal to such exertion. 
When he reached the ground, he rolled about 
for some time, seeming in great agony, until 
he found himself close by the vessel employed 
to contain his food, which the crows had by 
this time well nigh devoured. There was 
still, however, some remaining, which a soli- 
tary bird, emboldened by the apparent indis- 
position of the monkey, advanced to seize. 
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panion. The monkey continued to chatter 
and grin, in triumphant mockery of their dis- 
tress ; he then deliberately placed the captive 
crow between his knees, and began to pluck 
it, with the most humourous gravity. When 
he had completely stripped it, except the large 
feathers in the pinions and tail, he flung it into 
the air as high as his strength would permit ; 
and after flapping its wings for a few seconds, 
it fell on the ground with a stunning shock. 
The other crows, which had been fortunate 
enough to escape a similar castigation, now 
surrounded it, and immediately pecked it to 
death. The animal had no sooner seen this 
singular retribution dealt to the purloiner of his 
repast, than he ascended the bamboo, to enjoy 
a quiet repose. The next time his food was 
brought, not a single crow approached it.— 
Oriental Annual. 


THE GREAT WEST. 


Passing along the Levee a day or two since» 
we were attracted by a lot of flour which had 
just been landed, marked “ Des Moines City 
Mills.” On inquiry, we learned that the flour 
was actually made at mills situated some dis- 
tance up the Des Moines river, and from wheat 
grown in the neighbourhood. The fact illus- 
trates the rapid and constant growth and de- 
velopment of the resources of the country— 
and particularly of the great Valley of the 
Mississippi—notwithstanding all the disas- 
trous reverses of the last eight years. 

The Des Moines river is a branch of the 
Upper Mississippi, emptying into it in the 
southern part of lowa territory. Previous to 
1838 or ’39, no such a territory was known, 
and it was only in 1835 that civil jurisdiction 
was first extended over the country which is 
now organized under the name of Iowa. In 
that year it was attached by an act of Con- 
gress to Michigan. Previously there were 
but few white people residing in it. At the 
Dubuque lead mines there was a small fluctu- 
ating population, who bad built a village, and 
organized themselves in a simple democracy. 

In 1836, the territory of Wisconsin was 
organized by an act of Congress, embracing 
all the country now known by that name, as 
well as that which is now Iowa, and on the 
4th of July of that year, the new government 
went into operation. ‘The day was celebrated 
with rejoicing wherever there were any 
white settlements, and these had multiplied 
and grown wonderfully within a year, particu- 
larly on the west side of the Mississippi. In 
May of that year also, the first newspaper 
ever printed west of the Mississippi river, and 














cabins, and began to till the ground. 





The wily creature was at the time lying in | north of the state of Missouri, was established 
ary efforts in the south abandon their system |a state of apparent insensibility at the foot of | at Dubuque. 


The settlers were mostly poor—they came 


Flour, 
and provisions of every kind were scarce, and 
high, and the only export of the country was 
lead. ‘The mania to get rich without indus- 
try, which spread over the country in 1835, 
’6 and ’7, reached its height in those western 
wilds in the fall and winter of 1836, and some 
men with real capital, and many with false, 
went into the territory, and sprinkled it with 
towns and cities, rail-roads, turnpikes and ea- 
nals in embryo. ‘This for a while retarded 
agriculture, and no one thought that for many 
years the products of the country would equal 
its consumption. But if it retarded tempora- 
rily rural pursuits, it attracted the attention of 
thousands to the growing and promising west, 
and brought whole colonies of valuable inhabi- 
tants from the northern and middle states, so 
that when the tide of speculation which over- 
flowed and apparently desolated the country 
had subsided, it was found to have left a rich 
deposite. 

In 1838, or 39, the territory was divided, 
and Wisconsin on the east of the Mississippi, 
and Towa on the west, organized into distinct 
territorial governments. They are now both 
flourishing communities. Wisconsin is popu- 
lated mainly from the New England states, 
and Iowa from those farther south and west, 
including Ohio, which already—herself but 
forty years old—sends out annually several 
thousand emigrants. From consumers they 
have grown in half a dozen years to be pro- 
ducers, and from importers to be exporters of 
nearly all the necessaries of life. Such as we 
have detailed was the beginning of these 
thriving ¢ommunities, which will presently be 
ready to take their places in the constellation 
of the republic ; and such is the progress under 
the most adverse circumstances, of the great 
country irrigated by our mighty river, and 
cherished by free institutions.—New Orleans 
Bulletin. 


Architecture of Birds.—There is nearly as 
much difference between the comparative 
beauty of the nests of a wood-pigeon and of a 
bottle-tit, as between the hut of a North 
American savage and a Grecian temple. But 
although the savage, in the course of ages, 
may attain as much civilization as would lead 
him to the construction of a new Parthenon, 
the wood-pigeon will continue only to make a 
platform of sticks to the end of time. It is 
evident, from a contemplation of all nature, 
that the faculties of quadrupeds, birds, insects, 
and all the inferior animals, are stationary; 
those of man only are progressive. 


Egyptian Skill.—The ancient Egyptians 
are believed to have possessed means of trans- 
porting huge masses which are unknown at 
the present day. 
they able to move masses of rock above 800 
tons in weight, across 140 miles of desert 
country, which they accomplished ? 


How else, it is asked, were © 
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An Affectionate Address to the Youth of the commandment, with promise. And again; were willing to suffer persecution for the 


Religious Society of Friends. 
One of the prominent traits in the charac- | 
ter of the late Jane Bettle, of this city, was! 
the tender attachment and interest she mani-| 
fested for those in the early walks of life. | 
Her heart and her house were alike open to| 
receive them; she entered feelingly into their | 
trials and temptations, and often found oppor- | 
tunities of expressing to them her affectionate 
solicitude for their best welfare, either in the 
language of encouragement, of admonition, or 
reproof; and the kind and Christian manner 
in which this was imparted generally made its 
way to the heart, and secured for her a place 
in their regard and esteem. 

During her long confinement, her concern 
for this interesting class of society continued | 
unabated ; and om one occasion she penned the 
following address :— 





“Earnest are my desires that our beloved 
young people would be willing to listen to the | 
voice of the dear Redeemer. His gracious 
invitation still continues to be, ‘ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls: for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” Many there are in the pre- 
sent day, who seem not disposed to close in 


with this invitation, preferring the delusive | which abound in our day. That which is so 
pleasures of this transitory and perishing| spent, may not only be accounted lost, but the 


world to the eternal and unfading joys of| 
heaven. I feel for such as are in captivity ;| 
such are under the influence of the prince of | 
the power of the air, who is seeking to rob 
the precious young people of that heavenly 
treasure which is laid up in store for all those 
who love the appearing of the Lord Jesus, 
and who, like Mary of old, sit at his feet to 
hear the gracious words which proceed-out of 
his mouth. 

“‘ His inspeaking voice is still uttering the 
gracious invitation, ‘ Come unto me, and I will 
give you rest.’ I believe there are seasons, 
when some of those who seem to be pursuing 
sin-pleasing gratifications, are made to pause 
a little, and feel, at least for a moment, a 
weight of condemnation consequent upon fol- 
lowing the paths of dissipation and vanity, and 
are made secretly to exclaim, ‘ My vain pur- 
suits rob me of true and solid enjoyment in the 
life that now is, and if persisted in, will finally 
separate me from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, and from an inheritance among those, 
who, through submission to his holy cross, are 
sanctified, and made partakers of an endless 
life, in the realms of everlasting blessedness.’ 
O, saith my spirit, that the children of believ- 
ing parents, who have had much religious 
instruction, and have often witnessed the tears 
of anxious solicitade to flow on their behalf, 
would be persuaded to forsake youthful vani- 
ties, and come taste of the sweet fruits of obe- 
dience, which some have been partakers of, 
even to the latest period of life. 

“ One of the commandments of Holy Writ 
is,‘ Honour thy father and thy mother, that 
thy days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.’ This is the first 
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* Children obey your parents in the Lord, for| Truth’s sake, and for the testimony of a good 
this is right.’ Many sons and daughters| conscience. They cheerfully parted, not only 
would no doubt disclaim the charge of not} with their outward liberty and substance, but 
loving their parents, and be ready to say,| from the nearest connections in life, suffering 
‘This does not apply to me, although I do| imprisonment and reproach in various ways, 
indulge in some things that my parents disap-| because they had conscientiously separated 
prove ; and I must enjoy them a little longer.’ | themselves from the forms of worship used 
But let such remember, that if children truly | by those around them, and held their meetings 


| love and honour their parents, the fruits of it| for Divine worship apart. Sometimes they 


would appear in acts of obedience ; in the en-| were gathered in reverential silence before 
deavour to soothe and comfort their declining | God, while at other times a stream of pure 
years, and in making them their most intimate | gospel ministry flowed among them, not in 
and confidential friends, to be consulted first| the enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
on all occasions, Where this freedom does| demonstration of the spirit and power of Him, 
not exist, and parental counsel is rejected and | from whom they received their gifts. 
set at nought, it is evident that true love, 
honour, and obedience, are not cherished in| who profess to be of the same people, 
the hearts of childrens» What apathy and| who are called by the same name, for want 
coldness must have takei possession of the| keeping close to the indwelling gift of the 
mind of a child, when days almost without | Holy Spirit in our religious meetings, find it 
number are passed over, regardless of the most | hard work to endure silence. The practice of 
tender entreaties, and the reasonable requisi-| holding our meetings frequently in silence, 
tions, of parents ! has, from the beginning, distinguished our re- 
“It is of great importance that children, | ligious Society from all others. I have no 
even at an early period of life, should consult | doubt, if true, inward, reverential silence were 
their pious parents in the choice of companions, | sufficiently sought after, when we assemble, 
with whom they may safely and profitably en-| professedly for Divine worship, the Lord 
ter into habits of social intercourse ; as well | would proclaim such a silence, and graciously 
as in the selection of books which are suitable | condescend to teach his people himself. This 
for them to read. ‘Time is too precious to be| would have a powerful effect on the minds of 
wasted in reading the pernicious publications | those who come and sit with us, and be the 
means, under the Divine blessing, of opening 
their understandings to discover the true 
mind is left so barren and destitute of all that} ground of our objection to set forms of wor- 
is good, that little or no relish remains for) ship, and to sermons and prayers delivered in 
perusing the Holy Scriptures, or the writings) the will and wisdom of man. Thus would 
of our primitive Friends: the loss thus sus-| their heartg.be prepared to understand the 
tained, is indeed incalculable. declaration™that ‘God is a spirit, and they 
“There are rich treasures to be obtained| that worship him must worship him in spi- 
in religious retirement, and in the serious| rit and in truth; and to see that this wor- 
reading of the saered volume, with a heart) ship can be performed without the medium 


humbfed before Him who seeth in secret, and | of words. 
will reward openly. Heavenly treasure 1s} “ Mmuman wiscom anu tearmeg are-suy uo- 


offered to the acceptance of all who hear and| cessary in preparing and qualifying any for 
attend to the voice of Wisdom; who saith, ‘1|the work of the gospel ministry; the call 
love them that love me, and those that seek| and qualification for this responsible and 
me early shall find me. Riches and honour | dignified office, must be derived from Him 
are with me; yea, durable riches and right-| by whom the gospel dispensation was ush- 
eousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea, | ered in. 

than fine gold, and my revenue than choice} “1 have long been persuaded that if our 
silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, | dear youth, and some who are further advanc- 
in the midst of the paths of judgment, that I} ed in life, would endeavour to become tho- 





“TI have felt deeply concerned lest some, Za 


may cause those that love me to inherit sub- 
stance. I will fill their treasures.’ 

“In the Lord, Most High, there is no va- 
riableness, neither shadow of turning. ‘Truth 
is the same, yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
Our worthy predecessors, in the early days of 
our religious Society, embraced the ‘Truth in 
the love of it; and the Christian doctrines 
and precepts which they held forth to the 
world, are in strict accordance with those of 
the apostles and other faithful followers of our 
dear Redeemer. There is no easier way for 
the Christian traveller than the way of the 
cross; and may their successors in religious 


roughly acquainted with the nature of that 
holy profession which we, as a religious So- 
ciety, make to the world, and were rightly 
concerned to walk agreeably thereto, they 
would not violate our testimony against a hire- 
ling and man-made ministry, or attend at 
meetings where it is allowed. 

“ The coming of others to sit with us in our 
religious assemblies, differs widely from our 
going to them. They hold no testimony which 
is violated by such a course, nor any principle 
which is thereby compromised. The positive 
injunction given by our blessed Saviour to his 
apostles, on sending them forth to preach, was, 


profession, be willi.g to accept the terms of| “ Freely ye have received, freely give.” This 


discipleship, as they did. They purchased, 
through much suffering, the pearl of great 
price. ‘They sought not the praise of men, 
nor the honour or profits of this world, but 


command, we believe, to be of sacred obliga- 
tion to the present day, as regards spiritual 
gifts ; and those who are entrusted with a gift 
in the ministry of the gospel of life and salva- 
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only ‘in the ability | solicitude ; to them my heart and my house 


And you that are jolly-spirited, merry-leart- 


which God giveth,’ seeking no other reward| have ever been open; and may they accept /ed, and that take liberty to laugh, joke, and 
than that of a peaceful mind, in having done| the word of tender admonition, to remember | jest at pleasure, the very pillars of your house 


the will of Him, from whom every good and 
perfect gift cometh. 
there will be no preaching for hire, no looking 
to man for gain, no dependance upon educa- 
tion or learning to fit them for the ministry 
of the gospel of Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
‘when he ascended up on high, led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men.’ ‘ Freely 
ye have received, freely give.’ May the day 
be hastened, when this injunction will be felt 
and acknowledged as obligatory by all who 
profess themselves to be ministers of the 
gospel. 
“ Strong is the desire of my heart that those 
n the younger walks of life may embrace the 
“Truth in the love of it, and its own sweet- 
ness and simplicity. We profess to be a self- 
denying people, but what will profession do 
for any of us, without possession. Let the 
question be individually asked, what is it that 
truly adorns and gives lustre to the Christian 
character? Surely it is not an outward adorn- 
ing, but ‘ the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is, in the sight of God, of great 
price.’ Alas! how does practice differ from 
profession in the conduct of many of the mem- 
bers of our religious Society, who are not to 
be distinguished either by their dress or ad- 
dress, from those who do not profess the | 
necessity of taking up the cross to the change- 
able fashions, vain customs and maxims of 
this perishing world. Yet my consoling be- 
lief is, that some among our dear young 
Friends are bowing their hearts to the yoke 
of Christ, and are desirous to bepstructed in 
his school, where they will be mite wise unto 
salvation, and fitted for his blessed work and 


a 





service. ‘These awakened ones are no longer 
willing to live only to themselves, but seek to 


kagw their heayenly Master's will. and do it 


ordering of human affairs, it is 
beautiful to see every man standing content- 
edly in kis lot, and moving in the Divine fear 
and counsel, in performing the duties assigned 
him. While the mind is thus occupied, sel- 
fishness and self-consequence will disappear, 
and humility, true benevolence, and enlarge- 
ment of understanding, will be found in the 
place thereof. An early surrender of the 
whole heart unto the Lord is obligatory on 
all; but many withhold the sacrifice, doing 
violence to their better feelings, and forgetting 
the injunction of Holy Scripture, ‘ Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them.’ Be assured, my dear 
young Friends, that seasons may come, even 


that the judgments of the Lord are against 


With such as these,/all who walk in the counsel of their own 


hearts, and in the gratification of their own 
desires.” 
—_ 
THOMAS UPSHER. 
(Conctuded from page 29.) 
The essay alluded to last week, is as fol- 
lows :— 


To Friends in Ireland, and elsewhere. A 


shall tremble ; you shall weep and mourn in 
solitary places, and strew your tears in secret 
corners. Therefore, take warning, I pray 
you, and be humbled before the Lord ; and cry 
mightily to him, night and day, that he may 
take vengeance speedily upon that idle and 
airy spirit from whence springs these things, 
that are contrary to the mournful followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. O,I1 entreat you, 
watch and pray; yea, cry mightily to the Lord 
God of heaven and earth, that he may crucify 
and utterly slay this natare in you, which hath 


Mournful Word to the Merry-hearted in| often led you to forgetfulness of God, and 
Zion ; witha Word of Comfort to her Bow-| hath veiled and darkened you many times. 


ed-down Mourners. Written in great Ex- 


Is it not, think you, very sorrowful to con- 


ercise of Soul and Spirit, in Obedience to | sider, how a great many, in a little time after 


the Lord. By Tuomas Ursner. 


Wo unto you that laugh now, for ye shall mourn an 
weep. Luke vi. 25. 


Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting ; | 


but rather giving of thanks. Ephes. v. 4. 

Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted. Matt. v. 4. 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them while in 
the blood of the Lamb. Rev. vii. 14. 

A mournful word to the merry-hearted in 
Zion; with a word of comfort to all her bowed- 
down mourners. Friends that profess the self- 
denying way of the Lord Jesus Christ, (who 
was a man of sorrows, and deeply acquainted 
with grief,) and yet are of a jolly spirit, and 
of a merry-heart, who can laugh and jest at 
pleasure, saying, there is no harm in it!— 

I have this to say to you, whether you will 
hear or forbear, that the Lord is displeased 
with you, and calls for mourning and weeping 
in secret places, instead of laughter and jest- 
ing in company. And I must needs tell you, 
that if ever you were rightly bowed and 
humbled in a cance of yonr loct and undone 
state, and were made to lament and mourn in 
the sight and feeling of your wretchedness, 
you have too soon quitted that exercise ; you 
have not often enough passed through the fire ; 
neither have you been baptized enough with 
the waters of many tribulations ; you have not 
drunk sufficiently of the cup of trembling at 
the hand of the Lord; and, therefore, you 
must come down from your pleasant and de- 


| lightful seats, and be humbled, as in dust and 
|ashes before the Lord of hosts, whose fire is in 


Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem ; and you 
must pass through it again and again, till all 
your dross is taken away, and all your light 
chaff burnt up. O Friends! you are those 
that are at ease in Zion, and have taken up a 
rest too soon; and now the Lord is about to 
disturb you, and rouse you up out of your 


in youth, which will be as evil days, wherein| false security. Blessed are those that are wil- 





the disconsolate soul will be ready to exclaim, 
‘I have no pleasure in them ;’ when things 
comparable to the grasshopper will be “a 
burden ; when the silken cord is about to be 
loosed, on which the present uncertain life is 
suspended, and the dust to return to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit ascend unto God who 
gave it. 

“ To conclude ; for our beloved young peo- 
ple I have long felt a deep and aflectionate 





ling to come forth to judgment at the sound 
and alarm of the trumpet of his eternal word; 
for I proclaim in the Lord’s power, that the 
time hastens and draws on apace, that judg- 
ment shall eminently and searchingly begin at 
the house of God, in his sanctuary, amongst 
his people that are peculiarly called by his 
name ; and the unfaithful, the hypocrite, and the 
rotten hearted, shall tremble with the shaking 
horror of his searching judgments ! 





they have come out of a good meeting, where 


a|they have been under a sense of the Lord’s 


power, and have been reached with a tender- 
ing visitation, fall to idle, silly, needless dis- 
course, and it may be to laughter and jesting ; 
which, I declare, is as contrary to what they 
were before, as darkness to light; and tell 
them of it, they will say, They think no harm. 
Well, I tell you, there is harm in it ; you hurt 
yourselves and others, and you lay a stumbling 
block in the way of the weak ; you are bad 
examples; you give occasion to them that 
are without ; for though they may seem to be 
pleased with your company and conversation, 
they will slily ridicule and slight you as to 
religion, and will, as I have heard some say, 


| Such an one is as merry as we; for all his 


serious principles, he will jest, and laugh, and 
joke, and speak at large as well as we. 
These things are not of a good savour; how 
do you think this will answer the end of your 
holy calling, which is to be the salt of the 
earth, as lights in the world ; as a city set on 
a hill that cannot be hid; trees of righteous- 
ness, bringing forth much fruit to the glory of 
God ; fruits while you are on earth, giving a 
manifest testimony that you are true follow- 
ers of the Lamb through great tribulations. 

I would have you consider Christ’s words 
in the 6th of Luke, “* Wo unto you that laugh 
now, for ye shall mourn and weep ;” and also 
the apostle’s words, Epes. v., where he 
speaks of fornication, covetousness, unclean- 
ness and filthiness, telling them these things 
do not become saints; neither foolish talking, 
nor jesting, but rather giving of thanks. 
And consider Christ Jesus, your Captain and 
Saviour, of whom it is said, he was never 
seen to laugh, but had often been seen to 
weep. 

It is to be feared some of you will harden 
your hearts, and put at least a silent slight 
upon this warning and counsel ; but such shall 
know assuredly in a day of distress and bitter 
adversity, (which shall certainly be their por- 
tion,) that these sayings are not idle tales, nor 
yet such little matters, as some would make 
them ; though while they are fat and full, and 
in a day of prosperity, they may kick against 
reproof, and puff up their hearts in wantonness 
against this tender advice. 

Methinks some will be ready to say, What! 
would’st thou have us melancholy, morose, 
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always reserved and shut up from innocent 
communications? I answer, no; for that would 
be an extreme on the other hand, That which 
I am deeply concerned to speak against, is 
laughter, foolish talking and jesting, ‘and such 
like. And that which [ am speaking for, is 
temperance, sobriety, and moderation ; with 
watchfulness over our words, actions, deport- 
ment and behaviour, at all times, and in all 
places; upon all occasions, remembering the 
saying of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we ‘must 
give an account at the day of judgment for 
every idle word we shall speak. 

I tell you again, in much assurance, that 
the great God of the spirits of all flesh, calls 
for mourning at your hands; and happy shall 
they be, that answer his call in time. 

And now [ am under a necessity to remind 
you of the late prophecy of that ancient, emi- 
nent, and faithful messenger and minister of 
Jesus Christ, William Edmondson, in Dublin, 
at this Half-year’s Meeting ; the substance of | 
which was, that a dreadful day of distress was 
hastening on apace, and should surely come, 
in which the Lord would dung the ground in 
this and other nations with the carcasses of 
men; and that the Lord would shake the fair 
and lofty buildings of many, with their pleas- 
ant things that they have delighted in. 

And this will surely come to pass, as ever 
it was spoken ; therefore, Friends, be not of 
an unbelieving heart! O surely that counsel is 
good to you, which the Lord, by the Prophet 
Amos, gave to Israel, when he threatened 
them with sore judgments, which was on this 
wise ; This wilf I do unto thee, O Israel, and 
because I will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel. Amos iv. But my 
heart mourns; ah, I am distressed in my 
soul, my bowels are pained within me, for the 
sake of those that have their own wills, and 

o on in their old road, let the servants of the 
Lord say what they will as his ambassadors 
and ministers. 

But I am satisfied there is a remnant that 
will embrace this warning and counsel, and 
forsake, leave off, and turn their backs upon 
these foolish thiags, 
drink a bitter cup of condemnation and judg- 
ment, for their by-past jests, laughter, and 
wantonness of speech and behaviour. And 
they shall come to mourn for all these things Ss | 
by which they have lost time, and are greatly | 
behind-hand in their day’s work of salvation, 
which is to be wrought in fear and trembling ; 
Phil. ii. 12; not in laughter and jesting ; and 
they shall mourn and lament because of their 
mis-spent time ; and they shall be diligent to 
redeem it, and they shall redeem it. And 
the Lord will make these brave and honour- 
able men and women in his work and ser- 
vice; and will make them shine in his come- 
linees, j in the life of righteousness and self- 
denial ; and their last days shall be their best 
days; the nearer they grow to their grave, the 
nearer they shall be to the Lord, and the 
clearer shall be their assurance by his Spirit, 
of his eternal love to them. Finally, my 
Friends, to whom I am writing in the bowed- 
downness and grief of my spirit, I pray you, 
I beseech you, with beseechings, take warn- 
ing, take the counsel and advice of a poor 





THE FRIEND. 


servant of the Lord ; ; haste and come away out| in his hands, being faithful and diligent in his 
of these foolish customs and practices, and | work. 
touch with them no more for ever. Then} Again, sometimes the Lord is pleased to 
shall my sorrowful soul rejoice in the Lord | hide his face for a moment, for the exercise 
for your sakes, and you shall reap the peace / of the soul, according to his great wisdom for 
and advantage of it to your poor immortal its great good ; and then the enemy he works 
souls, when life and time, with all these lower | again to bring into impatience ; and if he pre- 
comforts shall fail you. So, to the Light and | vail, then he labours in the next place, to set 
Spirit of Truth I commit you, which will) the soul at work for itself, without the Lord, 
readily show in yourselves those things that} to get enjoy ments of its own, and kindle sparks 
are contrary to the life of Christ, and will | of fire by the heat and strugglings of its own spi- 
give you power against them, if you be faith-| rit. And now again, abundance of exercises 
ful to its blessed and holy discoveries. And | follow upon this, for these empty flashes hold 
it will enable you to shine forth in sobriety,| not long; when the soul comes to be Sensible, 
gravity, humility, and temperance, in all/it lies down in sorrow; and sometimes the 
things, to the glory of the everlasting God,} Lord is pleased to suffer it to dwell as in a land 
and the promotion of a self-denying life ; then | of drought for a season ; and now it is ready 
shall it be well with you, whatever judgments, |to be cast down into great discouragements 
calamities and miseries, come upon the chil-| again. And all this for want of true patience, 
dren of disobedience. 
And now a few words of comfort to those | to the will of God, and to become ag clay 


are faithful to the Lord, but are deeply afflict- And, therefore, this is the word of advice 
ed with temptations, trials, and buffetings| which I tenderly give unto all such, as are in 
| many ways, which makes them to fear they | deep exercises of afflictions upon your soul’s 
i— not hold out tothe end. Dear F riends, | account. Wait often upon the Lord, not only 
I can call you dear, for so you are to the| in meetings, but out of meetings also, that you 
Lord, and to my soul, and I will surely show | may feel his power to subject your wills to his 
you what the Lord has shown and sealed to/ will, and in every thing to be resigned to his 
me in the word of life, which is on this wise :| disposal and dealings ; . ‘and then hard things 
—That you are his peculiar and choice jewels, | will be made easy, and bitter things will be 
and he hath a very tender regard to you; and | made sweet. And in the Lord’s time, through 
as you have your eye to him, and cleave to| many tribulations, you shall come forth as gold 
his Spirit in your hearts, he will surely keep | seven times refined; and your warfare shall be 
you as the apple of his eye, and he will not | accomplished, and your iniquity pardoned ; and 
| suffer the devourer to destroy you ; and though | you shall dwell forever in that city, where 
at times you may be tossed with tempests, and the inhabitants shall not say, 1 am sick; 
deeply afflicted, and hardly beset on every | but the people that dwell therein shall be all 
hand, and may seem, for a time, as if you | | righteous, and the Lord shall be their ever- 
were forsaken of the Lord, and you may be | lasting, light, and their God their glory; and 
ready to doubt, whether ever he will appear | the days of their mourning shall be ended, for 
to your joy and comfort again; and though! sorrow and sighing shall flee away. And 
it may be that you think your condition not | then you bowed ones of many afflictions, you 
to be equalled, and are like poor David, who| shall lift up your bowed-down heads, and by 
said in his distress, after he had seen the| living experience, sing the blessed song of 
great deliverance of the Lord, at several! Zion, that the Lord God eternal hath turned 
| Canes, I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul ;| your captivity, as the streams of the south, 
, gave|and has done great things for you, whereof 
him to see the desire of his soul at last, and | you are glad; he hath turned your barren wil- 
delivered him out of all distress. | derness and ‘desolate desert into an holy and 
Even so will the Lord do for you, whose! heavenly paradise, wherein ye eat of the tree 
minds are stayed upon him, and truly trust in| of life, and drink of the water of life freely. 
| him ; ; and, therefore, let patience have its per: | I can say my heart overflows with love to 
fect work, and endeavour to be content with| you, poor afflicted souls, every where; and I 
the dealings of the Lord, for he knows best| do sympathize with you, according to my ex- 
what is best for you; and have a great care| perience ; and do pray the Lord for you, that 
you are not instrumental, for want of patience, | you may have patience, and be resigned into 
to increase your exercise. the hand of the Lord, subject to his will in all 
For I know, by my own experience, that things ; and then, never doubt, but he that has 
when the Lord brings the soul into the fiery laid ‘the foundation, will, in his own time, lay 
furnace, which is the spirit of judgment] the topstone also. I say, this flows forth in a 
and burning, Isaiah iv., then the enemy he| spring of pure love to you, from one, who 
works to make it uneasy, and restless, under | (though young in years) has past through 
the purifying judgments of the Lord; and| many deep exercises, and has seen the won- 
then if it be not watchful, it grows impatient ;| derful deliverances of the Lord, in many great 
jand here a cloud of exercises and doubtings| temptations, and has as much reason as any 
comes over it, and sometimes it is almost | man living to keep humble, and low, and 
brought to the gates and jaws of despair. And | watchful, before the Lord, all the remainder 
thus a multitude of unprofitable afflictions has| of the days of my pilgrimage. 
come upon some for want of patience, and for) Dublin, the 15th of the Third month, 1699. 
want of being resigned, and given up in all an 
things to the will of God, to trust their all ee 







































































and a free and constant giving up of the will) 


that are bowed-down mourners in Zion, who/ the hand of the potter. Read Isaiah |. 10, 1. 
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PUSEYISM. 
(Continued from page 5.) 


The obvious tendency of this system is to) 
discountenance and destroy vital religion, and | 
to substitute in its place a cold compliance | 
with prescribed forms, in which the heart is| 
destitute of the animating influence of love to | 


| 


God. It lulls the conscience into fatal secu- | 


rity, by representing religion as consisting in 
rites and ceremonies, while personal holiness 

and daily watching unto prayer, against sin, 
are thrown into the shade. The course it 


leads is strikingly exemplified in the sentiment | 
uttered not long since by an episcopal preach- | 


er, who, in enforcing the necessity of what he 
called the ordinances, remarked to his audi- 
_ ence, that holiness of heart would avail them 
: thing in the day of judgment, unless they 
d been baptized with water. Where people 
ccustomed to hear such sentiments utter- 
by men whom they are taught to consider 

» as the successors of the apostles, -and the sacred 
depositories of religious truth; they will be 
very likely to conclude, that if the water is so 


necessary and effectual, holiness may be dis- | 


pensed with, or at least that it is not requi- 
site to be very particular about it. 
This is, we believe, the unavoidable conse- 


quence of such outward and carnal views of | 


religion. ‘The unregenerate man, though he 
may wish to make some show of religion for 
decency’s sake, and to quiet his conscience, 
has a decided antipathy to the heart work. It 
is there the enmity to God and his law lies 
intrenched in its strong hold, and the natural | 
man arms himself against every thing which | 
would assail him there, spoil his goods, and 
cast them out. He is willing enough to be a 
professor, and even to make considerable show 
as a regular church-goer, and a fulfiller of all | 
the outward ritual, because he can do all this, 


. yet his goods remain at peace—his be- 


loved lusts unmortified—his sins unrepented 
of—-and his heart unchanged. But the mo- 
ment that power begins to work, which lays | 
the axe to the root of the trees, goes directly 
to the heart, and commences its operations 
there, to bind the strong man, and spoil his 
goods, great is the opposition—deep-rooted | 
the hatred. Hence it is not difficult to per- | 
ceive why an outside religion, which deals 
chiefly in ceremonies and external perform- 
ances, finds so many willing advocates. 

The operation of that eternal, all-powerful | 
Word, which is as a fire and a hammer, | 


breaking the rock in pieces, and as a piercing | 


sword, separating the very joints and marrow, 

is a humiliating and painful process, from | 
which the unrenewed heart revolts. Many and 
sore are the conflicts and struggles—great is 
the mortification to be endured, and costly 
the sacrifices which must be made, in its pro- 
gress. Nature recoils from the cross—not 
that which is worn around the neck, or placed 
on the top of a steeple, for these rather flatter | 
than humble pride,—but from the cross in the 
heart, by which we are crucified to the world, 
and the world to us, so that we appear to its 
wise and great, and to ourselves too, as very 
fools for Christ’s sake. There is nothing in 
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| knowledge, and parts; and all the delight which 
it has in the friendships, honours, riches, and 
‘pleasures of the world, must be turned into 
‘sorrow and mourning. The dispensation 
of judgment and condemnation must pass 
jupon the transgressing nature, and man must 
| weep and lament because of sin, experiencing 
that deep heartfelt sorrow which worketh re- 
pentance never to be repented of, before he 
}can know the Holy Spirit to take of the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus, and apply it to his soul, 
as the propitiation for his sins, and the sacred 
fountain in which they are washed away, and 
the heart that before was like the crimson dye, 





For “The Friend.” lis laid in the dust with all its sblsilinins and|a deliverance from sin, or a yenewal to holi- 
| ness—a death unto sin, or a new birth unto 


righteousness.” ‘ Again; they might look * 
upon baptism as it was a channel of thesé 
blessings, in that the person baptized becomes 
thereby a member of Christ, which one saying 
comprehends more than all which men’s or 
angels’ thoughts can conceive of blessed+ 
ness.”” 

Of the sprinkled, they say in the words of 
one of the fathers, “ Behold, they enjoy the 
calm of freedom, who, a little before, were 
held captives; they are denizens of the 
church, who were wandering in error—and 
they have the lot of righteousness, who were 


be made white as wool or snow. 


in the confusion of sin. For they are not 


‘should be set at work to invent means to|eous—not righteous only, but sons—not sons 
soothe the compunctions of conscience, without | only, but heirs—not heirs only, but brethren 
enduring this work? Is it not indeed the very | of Christ—not brethren of Christ only, but co- 
course which we should naturally expect it to| heirs—not only co-heirs, but members—not 
take? And can we not trace to this cause, the | members only, but a temple—not a temple 
multitude of ceremonial observances, and the | only, but instruments of the Spirit. See how 
dependence placed upon them, on one hand, | many are the largesses of baptism; and 
}and the attempt to fritter away the require- | whereas some think that the heavenly grace 
ments of the gospel to mere moral rectitude,  eoneiate only in the remission of sins, lo we 
on the other : this, ridiculing the mighty work | have recounted ten glories thereof! Where. 
of the Spirit in man as fanaticism, ‘and that, | fore we baptize infants, although they have no 
|Substituting for it mere types and shadows, | sins, that holiness, righteousness, ‘adoption, 
which may be performed i iu the strength and | inheritance, brotherhood with Christ, may be 
jat the will of the impenitent heart. Christ} added to them, that they may become his 
crucified, and his cross, are to the Jews a| members.” 
stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolish-| If the act of sprinkling a little water in the 
ness ; but however they may be rejected, or| face of the unconscious infant recipient con- 
their inward operations on the soul of man| fers such blessed and glorious privileges, what 
sought to be evaded, He is the power of God | need is there of any thing further ? Can the 
unto salvation to all them that believe ; and if| Christian desire or reach to any greater at- 
ai take not up the cross, and bear it daily in | tainment ; and will not those who are instructed 
our hearts, so as to show in our life and con-|to believe that these happy results follow that 
versation, that we are crucified by it to every | ceremony, be likely to settle down at ease in 
‘thing which stands opposed to the righteous|the conclusion that they are safe, without 
law of God, we can have no well-grounded | pressing after the attainment of any thing 
hope of wearing the crown immortal. ‘further? It seems to us, that such a doctrine 
In reading the Essays of the Oxford Tract- | is not only entirely unwarranted by Scripture 
ists on water baptism, or rather water-sprink- | authority, but extremely dangerous and delu- 
ling, and the bread and wine, one cannot/sive. It contravenes the whole scope of our 
but be struck with the paramount importance | Saviour’s precepts, and those of his apostles, 
ascribed to these ‘rites. According to eer wate uniformly represent regeneration, and 
| not only is there no salyation without them, | the change from a state of nature to that of 
but they are almost sufficient for salvation | grace, as the mighty work of the Holy Spi- 
| without any thing else. ‘The death of Christ | rit, begun, carried on, and completed in the 
lon the cross as a sacrifice for sins, and the re- | ‘soul of man. Awful indeed will be the condi- 
generating power of his Spirit in the heart of| tion of those, who vainly trusting to a suppos- 
man, are placed i in a position with reference to | ed mystical change, of which they are wholly 
salvation, little better than that of superflui- | unconscious, wrought i in them by the applica- 
ties, or at least mere appendages to those rites, | tion of water to the body, neglect to wrestle 
These may seem strong expressions, and some | and struggle, and pray, for ‘that new birth 
may be ready to consider them uncharitable ; | unto righteousness, without which none can 
but we think we can offer quotations which | enter the kingdom of God. This birth is not 
will support our allegations, accomplished without many pangs and throes; 
“In many good persons,” say they, “the| many conflicts and tears; many doubts and 
desire to uphold (as they think) the doctrine | | sorrows; and is a real and thorough change of 
of justification by faith, practically obliterates | | the heart, in which old things are done away 
| the truth, that our justification is imputed to| by the fire of God’s judgments, revealed in 
us, not through the feelings, but through nap- the soul against all sin and uncleanness, and 
TIsM.” Again; ; “thus justification by faith | all things are made new by his creative Word, 
came to be opposed in men’s minds to nap-/and all things of God—this spiritual birth and 
Tism, the means ordained by Christ himself| creation alone can entitle us to the blessed 
for the remission of sin or justification. privileges of sonship, and make us heirs of 
“Thus baptism may obviously be looked | God, and joint heirs of Christ. 
upon either with reference to the past or the 











this inward work, wherein flesh can glory —it | future—as a passage from death or to life—as | say, “We know it [baptismal regeneration] 


Is it any marvel that human ingenuity | only free, but holy—not holy only, but right. » 


To return to our quotations—the Tractists — 
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THE FRIEND. 





in its author, God—in its instrument, baptism |the Scriptural definition of regeneration! 
—in its end, salvation, union with Christ, son- | Surely not ! 

ship to God, resurrection from the dead, and| Again, say the Tractists—*“ We can then, 
the life of the world to come, We only know |after all, find no better exposition than that 
it not, where it does not concern us to know | incidentally given in our Catechism ;” “ My 
it; in the mode of its operation. But this is| baptism, wherein I was made a member of 


just what man would know, and so he passes |Christ—the child of God, and an inheritor of 


over all these glorious privileges, and stops at | the kingdom of heaven.” 

the threshold to ask how it can be? He would} But what saith the Scripture? Not that 
fain know how an unconscious infant can be | sprinkling with water makes us members of 
born of God? how it can spiritually live?|Christ, but a very different, and far higher 
wherein this spiritual life consists? how bap-| process. “ For, as the body is one, and hath 


tism can be the same to the infant and the| many members, and all the members of that | 


adult convert? and if it be not in its visible,|one body, being many, are one body ; so also 
and immediate and tangible effects, how it can |is Christ; for by one Serrrr [not one water] 
be the same at all?” are we all baptized into one body, . . .. . 
These indeed are serious questions; and/and have all been made to drink into one spi- 
we marvel not that they should forcibly im-|rit” [not into one water. 
press every sober mind. We think that aj It teaches us also that we are made sons of 
soul which is awakened to its need of salva-|God, not by washing or sprinkling with 
tion, and is earnestly inquiring, “* What must} water, but by the work of the holy Spirit. 


I do to be saved?” when reading the unscrip-| We read that “ to as many as received him ;| 
tural claims here set up on behalf of water-|to them gave he power to become the sons of| 


sprinkling, would either be induced to think it |God, even to them that believed on his name,” 
was all that is wanting; or observing how|not as many as were sprinkled with water. 


\dom of God.” 


fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 


thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 


vilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the king- 
See also Galatians v. 16 
to 24. 

It requires no extraordinary discernment to 


|perceive that the Episcopal Catechism, and 


ithe dogmas of the Oxford Tractists, are at 
variance with the clear and plain testimony 
of the Scriptures of Truth, as to what it is 
which makes us “ members of Christ, the 
children of God, and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven ;” and we apprehend there can 
be no question, in any serious mind, as to 
which we should receive as paramount au- 
thority. 


(To be continued.) 


For ** The Friend.” 
SPREADING FRIENDS’ BOOKS. 


When that eminently gifted and faithful 
servant of Christ, George Fox, was laid upon 
his death-bed, his active and exercised mind 


they are contradicted by facts, in the lives of} Again; “* As many as are led by the Spirit of | was in fervent travail for the welfare of the 


those who have submitted to the rite, and| God, they are the sons of God; for ye have 
whose subsequent conduct shows they never|not received the spirit of bondage again to 
have experienced the change which it is pre-| fear; but ye have received the spirit of adop- 
tended follows the ceremony, would conclude, |tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
that religion is all a delusion, and its professors | Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
hypocrites. But, the truth is, there is not the | that we are the children of God; and if chil- 
slightest foundation in Scripture for the absurd|dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint 
practice of infant-sprinkling ; and it must re-| heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with 
quire a degree of credulity, only to be found | him, that we may be also glorified together.” 
in those who are deplorably priest-ridden, to|‘* Whosoever is born of God, doth not com- 
give credence to the pretensions set up for it.| mit sin; for his seed remaineth in him ; and 
It isa mere human invention, without precept | he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In 


or precedent from Christ or his apostles, and 
a part of that system of imposition by which 
man seeks to obtain power and influence over 
his fellow-man in the work of salvation, and 
is equally contrary to reason and revelation. 
The writers of the Tracts seem themselves 
aware of the absurdity of the opinions they 
propound, and therefore commence the Tract 
on baptism, with a series of observations, the 


ey a aacae aaa 
tendency of which is to promote implicit faith | 
in their dogmas. They tell us, “ first believe, 


and then you shall understand ;” which is well 


enough when applied to communications ad- | 


mitted to be Divine ; but not so when brought 
forward in reference to the notions and com- 
mandments of men. In the holy Bible we 
are no where told that regeneration is a work 
of which the subject is unconscious, and which 
is without visible fruits. On the contrary. this 
great and all-important work is uniformly. re- 
presented as one of which the blessed partaker 
is fully aware, and the results of which are 
conspicuous in his subsequent life and conver- 
sation. 


“washed, and sanctified, and justified, in the 


name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God;” but he brings forth the fruits of | 
the Spirit, which are, “ love, joy, peace, long- | 


suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
hess, temperance—against such there is no 
law; and they that are Christ’s, have cruci- 
fied the flesh with the affections and lusts.” 


Can infant-sprinkling, or that of adults, as|that the wnrighteous shall not inherit the| approved writings 
described by the Tractists, be reconciled with |kingdom of God. Be not deceived ; neither | Lord was pleased to bless to the furthcrance 


this the children of God are manifest, and the 
children of the devil. Whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God; neither he that 
loveth not his brother.” 

We might quote more to the same pur- 
pose, but it is needless. The apostles say 
nothing: about sprinkling or washing with 
| water, miaking us children of God, or joint 
|heirs with Christ. Such a thing is not im- 
plied even by the most distant allusion ; but it 
is remarkable, and worthy of serious notice, 
that these blessed results, which the Tractists 
}and the Episcopal Catechism ascribe to the 
water, are, by Holy Scripture, expressly and 
exclusively assigned to the work of the Spirit 
of God, and that the evidence of sonship is 
| * being led by the Spirit of God,” and freedom 
from sin. 

When our Lord was asked by one, “* What 
ishall I do to inherit eternal life ?’—He did not 
answer, “be sprinkled with water.” But 
“what is written in the law? How readest 
thou? And he answering, said, Thou shalt 


He is not only “ born of the Spirit,” | love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 


with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 


‘and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as 


thyself. And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast 
answered right ; this do, and thou shalt live.” 
The Apostle Paul, in describing who they are 
that shall not inherit the kingdom of God, does 
not once mention, or allude to sprinkling or 





washing with water ; but says, “‘ Know ye not 


Society, which he had been the instrument in 
the Divine hand for gathering; and he sent 
for some of his intimate Friends, to whom he 
‘imparted his dying admonitions, among which 
| was, an exhortation to be diligent in spreading 
Friends’ books, that the blessed principles of 
Truth might, by this means, be disseminated 
among mankind. Coming from such a man, 
and at so solemn a period, his advice is cer- 
tainly deserving the attention of every true 
Quaker.. And it would be wel! if we were to 
inquire, whether, at the present day, there is 
sufficient zeal and industry among us in this 
particular. In looking over the records of the 
Society in its earliest days, it is instructive to 
observe how prompt they were to reply to 
every attack upon the Truth ; what numbers 
|of treatises they wrote explanatory of its prin- 
ciples, and calculated to counteract existing 
‘evils, and promote holiness of life; and with 
|what perseverance they laboured in the work 
of distributing them in every part of the then 
‘known world. We admire how they could 
have found time to write them, amid their 
other religious labours, and the necessary at- 
‘tention to their secular concerns, or where the 
means could be obtained to print them, among 
a people who were so stripped and spoiled of 
their worldly substance by the ruthless hand of 
‘cruel persecution. But the truth is, they look- 
ed upon all they had, whether of time or pro- 
perty, as the Lord’s—as a trust committed to 
their care, to be used first for the advancement 
of his cause; and after that for theirown accom- 
modation,—they did not serve themselves first 
and the Truth afterward, but the contrary. It 
lis to this cause we must attribute the wonder- 
ful success which attended their labours— 
they wrought as men and women in earnest, 
| whose heart and affections were fully enlisted 
‘in the cause; who were to be daunted by no 
threats; silenced by no opposition ; deterred 
by no sacrifices—and the cause prospered in 
their hands. They considered the spread of 


gs, as one means which 


the 






































































e : tie 





or they would not have made such sacrifices 
to continue it, nor would George Fox have 


of his cause, and they cheerfully contributed ; you have a day to do good. Your enemies 
both time and money for this object. They} would once have taken what you had from 
must have seen the good fruits of the practice, | you, for his name sake, in whom you believed ; 





wherefore he has given you much of the world, 
in the face of your enemies. But, O, let it be 


made it a subject of his last exhortation to|your servant, and not your master! Your 


his brethren. 
its usefulness ; but there is ground to fear, that 
Friends have lost much of their zeal on the 


subject. We need to be stirred up to renewed | you to do. 


efforts. Is there not room to apprehend that 
we are in danger of incurring the condemna- 
tion of those who put their light under a bed 
or a bushel? If we were duly impressed with 
the preciousness and value of those clear and 
Scriptural views of Christian truth, which 
the Lord was pleased to open to our worthy 
predecessors, should we not be desirous of 
spreading them among our neighbours and 
acquaintances, that they also might reap the 
benefit of them? Does it not seem as if we 
ourselves, were in some doubt about them, 
when we manifest a hesitancy or reluctance 
in avowing them, or disseminating a know- 
ledge of them? It is well also that we should 
seriously consider whether there is not a great 
responsibility resting upon us, and an impera- 
tive duty, to be engaged in the Divine fear, in 
our respective stations and callings, in com- 
mending our Christian profession by a Godly 
life and conversation, and diffusing a know- 
ledge of it through the agency of the approved 
works of the Society. I hope this important 
matter may claim the weighty attention of 
every Friend ; and if it has its due place in all 
our minds, I cannot but believe, that a better 
day—a day of greater Christian zeal and con- 
cern respecting it, will soon arrive. There 
are some words of exhortation written by that 
truly great man, and exemplary Christian, 
William Penn, which may not unsuitably be 
revived, to incite each one of us to the inquiry, 
how far they are applicable to him or herself, 
viz. :— 

** Wherefore I cannot but cry and call aloud 
to you, who have long been professors of the 
Truth, and know the Truth in the convincing 
power of it, and have a sober conversation 
among men ;- yet content yourselves only to 
know Truth for yourselves, to go to meetings, 
and exercise an ordinary charity in the church, 
and an honest behaviour in the world; and 
limit yourselves within these bounds, feeling 
little or no concern upon your spirit, for the 
glory of the Lord, in the prosperity of his 
Truth in the earth, more than to be glad that 
others succeed in such service. Arise ye, in 
the name and power of the Lord Jesus; be- 
hold how white the fields are unto harvest in 
this and other nations, and how few able and 
faithful labourers there are to work therein. 
Your country folks, and neighbours, and 
kindred, want to know the Lord and his 
Truth, and to walk in it. Does nothing lie 
at your door upon this account? Search and 
see, and lose no time, I beseech you, for the 
Lord is at hand. 


“I do not judge you; there is One that 
judgeth all men, and his judgment is true. 
You have mightily increased in your outward 
substance ; may you equally increase in your 
inward riches, and do good with both, while 



















We believe it has lost none of | diversion, rather than your business! Let the 


Lord be chiefly in your eye, and ponder your 
ways, and see if God has nothing more for 
And if you find yourselves short 
in your account with him, then wait for his 
preparation, and be ready to receive the word 
of command ; and be not weary of well doing, 
when you have put your hand to the plough ; 
and if you faint not, you shall assuredly reap 
the fruit of your heavenly labour, in God’s 
everlasting kingdom.” 


A Cat’s Friendship—Lord Althorp men- 
tions a cat that had been brought up in amity 
with a bird, and being one day observed to 
seize suddenly hold of the latter, which hap- 
pened to be perched outside its cage; on ex- 
amiuing, it was found that a stray cat had got 
into the room, and that this alarming step 
was a manceuvre to save the bird till the in- 
truder should depart. 


Delicate Vegetable.—A very delicate vege- 
table, quite equal to seakale or asparagus, and 
of a taste intermediate between the two, .may 
be easily raised in any quantity by any one 
who has a few square yards of garden ground, 
at different times during the winter and 
spring, according as the succession of crop is 
required. Plant ten or twelve turnips (any 
delicate kind) as closely as possible, and cover 
them with a box or seakale pot: heap fer- 
menting stable litter over and around, as for 
seakale ; and in about the same time, or a 
fortnight more, a crop of blanched sprouts 
will make their appearance. 
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The article in answer to a pamphlet by 


which we have commenced in the present 
number, was originally intended for publica- 
tion at the South, where it is probable the 
pamphlet obtained whatever circulation it 
may have had; but the editor of the gazette 
to which it was offered, declined its insertion 
in his columns. 

There have been similar efforts by other 
authors, to reconcile the system of Slavery 
with the pure precepts of Holy Scripture ; 


dent the utter futility of such an attempt. 


Bettle, with a short memoir respecting her.’ 


The design of its publication being, mainly, 


for distribution among the relatives and parti- 


cular friends of the worthy deceased, but a 


limited number of copies were printed. Re- 
peated intimations, however, being received 
from various individuals, that the instructive 
contents of the Address, called for and adapt- 
ed it for a wider circulation, we have solicit- 
ed and obtained permission for its insertion in 
“The Friend ;” and commend it to the atten- 
tive and serious perusal of our readers, par- 
ticularly of the junior class. 


THOMAS SCATTERGOOD. 


Those who remember this worthy Friend 
and baptizing minister, will be pleased to learn 
that his journal has undergone the inspec- 
tion of a committee of the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, and is to appear in the next volume of 
the Friends’ Library. It is characteristic of 
the man, portraying the deep exercises and 
conflicts of mind for which he was remarka- 
ble ; and conveying many instructive and edi- 
fying lessons to the Christian traveller, inter- 
persed with striking proofs of the efficacy of 
his heart-searching and awakening ministry. 
It will richly repay an attentive and serious pe- 
rusal, and prove a valuable addition to the 
religious literature of the Society. 


A Stated Meeting of the Female Branch of 
the Auxiliary Bible Association of Friends 
in Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, will be 
held on 5th day the 2d of 11th month, at 3 
o’clock, in the committee room at the Bible 
Depository. , 





Departed this life, on the first of the present 
month, at the residence of her brother-in-law, Dr. 
Thomas Worthington, Deer Creek, Md., Frances Hor- 
kts, in the 62d year of her age. From the meek, 
gentle, lamb-like disposition evinced through the course 
of her Christian ae peaceful, resigned 
frame of mind, during her last moments, and some ex- 
pressions dropped in serious conversation, previously 
to the short illness which hurried her away from this 
scene of probation, her friends and relatives ata dis- 
tance, may have the consoling assurance, that as she 
lived, so she died, a meek and humble follower of the 
Lamb; whose language of, “ Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant,” &c., we may humbly trust, is an ample 
amends for all the trials of her past life. “ Blessed are 








Thornton Stringfellow, the publication of} the pure in heart for they shall see God.” Matth. v. 8. 


——, on Sixth-day, the 20th instant, after a short and 
severe illness, Joan H. Warvenr, in the 60th year of his 
age; a member of the Western District Monthly Mect- 


ing. 





. very suddenly, on the 6th instant, at his resi- 
dence in the city of New York, Tuomas Hawxnurst, 
in the 92d year of his age. The removal of this vener- 
able and beloved Frierid from a militant, as we humbly 
trust, to a triumphant state, has left a void in the 
circle of his acquaintance and. the Society of Friends, 
especially in that city, that will be long felt. He was 
for fifty years a minister of the gospel, much esteemed ; 


we think the writer of the present essay has |,j, daily example of simplicity and uprightness, togeth- 
occupied the whole ground, and rendered evi- | er with the urbanity of his manners, endeared him to 


his friends, and added weight to his gospel |«bours. The 
last year of his life was marked with much physical 
weaknes#; but Still faithful to his post, whenever he 


It seems proper to mention that the Address rallied a little, he was scen at mecting and among his 
to the Youth of the Religious Society of friends, until very near his dissolution, The transiticn 
Friends (see page 35) is from a small volume | from an earthly to an.eternal state was almost instanta- 
put forth in this city a few months ago, and | neous, and full of Christian hope ; and the writer of this 
prepared by a friend of the family, entitled 
‘Extracts from the Memorandums of Jane 


short tribute of affection believes it may with much 
propriety be said of Thomas Hawxhurst,—* Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright; fur the end of 


” | that man is peace,” 


el 






